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Introduction

The digital publishing market has recently experienced tremendous growth following 
Apple’s introduction of the iPad. Due to this success, more and more hardware 
manufacturers are introducing devices to compete. A serious challenge facing content 
publishers is that each of these devices feature unique display resolutions and dimensions. 
The following chart illustrates just a few of these differences:

Device Resolution Aspect Ratio

iPad 1024 x 768   4 : 3

GALAXY Tab 1024 x 600 16 : 9 

BlackBerry PlayBook 1024 x 600 16 : 9 

HP Slate 1024 x 768   4 : 3

Motorola Xoom 1200 x 800 16 : 9 

Archos 7   800 x 480 16 : 9

Pandigital Novel   800 x 600   4 : 3

Publishers are faced with the dilemma of how to create content for each of these different 
devices without resorting to the creation of different layouts for each resolution/aspect ratio. 

WoodWing has risen to this challenge through a multi-device feature called Artboards for its 
Digital Magazine Tools solution. Artboards make it convenient for designers to create 
content targeted for multiple devices within a single InDesign layout.

Creating Artboards

After the devices are configured by an administrator, all a designer needs to do is select the 
Create DM Artboard command from the Layout menu in InDesign, either for the current 
page or the whole document. Artboards can also be configured in advance within 
templates, allowing designers to simply start working from a premade layout.
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The Create DM Artboard command lets 
designers create artboards for a single 
page or the whole document.

http://www.woodwing.com/tablet
http://www.woodwing.com/tablet


Working with Artboards

After the artboards are applied, 
switching between them is as simple 
as clicking a button. The Artboard will 
show a designer a soft preview of the 
layout using the dimensions of the 
screen for the targeted device. The 
designer can then see what elements 
are cut off or need adjustment in order 
to be viewed properly.

See the images on the right for an 
example of how a layout looks when 
viewed with an applied Artboard.

The Artboard is tied to the WoodWing 
Editions panel in InDesign. Editions 
can be named according to the device, 
aspect ratio, or any naming convention 
the customer wishes to use.
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This first image shows how the full layout looks in InDesign, prior to any Artboards 
being applied.

This second image shows what the layout looks like with an iPad 4x3 Artboard 
applied. Note the cropping on the left and the right from the original layout.

When an Android layout and iPad layout are previewed side-by-side on their respective devices, the difference in screen space 
becomes clear. The Artboard previews communicate the differences to the designers, allowing them to layout elements 
properly.



Exported Content

When content is exported for digital magazines from WoodWing’s Content Station 
application, packages that match each of the different devices is created automatically. 
These content packages can then be uploaded to WoodWing’s Content Delivery Service or 
to the individual Reader apps that are submitted to the iTunes store or other platform 
marketplaces.

WoodWing’s Content Delivery Service has the ability to read information from the Reader 
app that is communicating with it, ensuring that the proper content package is delivered to 
the device that is connecting to it.

Use Cases

Artboards are a flexible, efficient solution that supports a number of different scenarios that 
publishers may need to implement. The three most common use cases are: creating a 
layout with different designs for multiple devices; creating a single design that will work on 
multiple devices; and targeting specific elements to appear on a device when a shared 
design is used. 

Creating multiple designs in a single layout

In this scenario, a publisher may decide to showcase the differences in content between 
devices by designing entirely separate layouts. With other solutions, the designer needs to 
juggle multiple InDesign layouts, opening and closing them when working with the same 
content. With WoodWing’s Artboards functionality, the designer can work in just one 
InDesign layout, assigning the same content to different devices similar to how they 
currently use layers.

Creating a single design that works on multiple devices

This scenario is likely to be the most common among publishers. Artboards offer a new tool 
in InDesign which lets the designer create virtual frames that represent the aspect ratio of 
the device. In this way, a shared canvas is created with each of the devices displaying a 
“window” onto the canvas. By placing content within the overlapping areas of the shared 
canvas, designers save time and work more efficiently to create content that looks 
appealing on a variety of devices.
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Each issue that is generated will get 
its own content package (shown 
here as the folders 1 and 2 within 
the issue folder).

http://www.woodwing.com/en/enterprise-publishing-system/content-station
http://www.woodwing.com/en/enterprise-publishing-system/content-station
http://www.woodwing.com/en/digital-magazine/content-delivery-service
http://www.woodwing.com/en/digital-magazine/content-delivery-service


Targeting specific elements for specific devices

WoodWing’s Editions panel offers additional 
functionality besides only switching between 
Artboards. It also allows content such as text 
frames, images, or other interactive 
components to be specifically assigned to a 
device via its associated Edition. 

Artboards and Editions work together to 
display content specifically for a device. The 
publisher may want to include an image only in 
the output for an iPad. By selecting the image 
and clicking a checkbox for the iPad 3x4 
edition, only users of that device will see that 
image.

Summary

With more hardware devices entering the tablet arena, WoodWing continues to address the 
needs of publishers through the development of features like Artboards. Designers can 
preview their content for multiple devices within the same layout and choose to add content 
specific to a device with the handy Edition panel. And Content Station will automatically 
create the content packages for each device, all with the push of a button. In this way, 
WoodWing differentiates itself from the competition and provides the features publishers 
need to get their digital publications distributed to the widest possible audience.

For more information on Tablet Publishing, see www.woodwing.com/tablet

A video showing the use of Artboards is available in WoodWing’s YouTube channel

Adobe and InDesign are trademarks of Adobe Systems Incorporated registered in the United 
States and/or other countries. Apple, iTunes and iPad are trademarks of Apple Inc., registered 
in the U.S. and other countries. All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners.

© 2011 WoodWing Software BV. All rights reserved.

Digital Magazine Tools - Artboards
Creating Content for Multiple Displays/Aspect Ratios

Page 5 of  5

Objects like text frames, 
image frames or interactive 
components can be assigned 
to an Edition by selecting it 
and placing a check next to 
the name of the Edition.
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